
stronger and better in health if she took more common salt
than she was accustomed to take. More salt was put in her
butter, on her meats and in the milk she used. Often he added
to her regular proportion of salt in the water she drank. The
result has been that she is a very well woman—a woman of
great efficiency in the work as an aid to her husband, and she
has increased the household by a daughter and a son. They
are still poung people. The other husband took contrary views
in reference to salt and denied to his wife asmuch as he could,
thinking it injurious to use much salt. The result in her case
is that she has remained weakly, nervous, neuralgic, etc., and
can not spare strength for the ordinary household duties. Her
lungs have become weak and her throat so sensitive that he is
obliged to take her to the South for the winters. She has never
been pregnant and has passed the age when women are likely
to conceive. For one I am sure he has made a mistake. They
have greatly desired a child. I have mentioned the other case
to him and jokingly told him that I believe he has not salted
his wife enough. E. Chenery, M.D.

Stomach Movements.
Paris, Ill., Jan. 14, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Regardingthe stomach's emptying itself
(see Journal, page 83) I wish to say that Professor Freer
demonstrated the movements of the stomach by vivisections,
and that the contractions proceeded from right to left along the
lesser curvature, rounded the cardiac end and proceeded from
left to right along the greater curvature, moving its contents in
that direction. When it reached the pylorus the latter opened
and allowed a small quantity of liquid food to pass into the
intestine. After a short rest the contractions began and pro-
ceeded in the manner described. In one case there were three
distinct revolutions. Respectfully,

W. H. Ten Broeck, M.D.

"Thoracoplasty in America."
Philadelphia, Jan. 15, 1897.

To the Editor :\p=m-\Isee in your issue of January 9, an article
by Dr. A. H. Ferguson on "Thoracoplasty in America," in
which he states that the Bureau of American Medical Litera-
ture at Washington, D. C., informed him that they were unable
to find any case of Schede's operation performed in America.
I beg to state that in the Annals of Surgery, June 1895, p.
721, I published a case with successful result, which was done
without any knowledge that Schede had preceded me.

Yours very truly, W. W. Keen, M.D.

SOCIETY NEWS.
The Twelfth International Medical Congress.

Preliminary Programs of the Sections.
[Translated for the Journal.]

Section. 1.\p=m-\Anthropology, Normal Anatomy and
Histology.

I. Anthropology.\p=m-\1.Measures to be taken to collect the larg-est possible number of exact data in regard to the anthropo-logic types among the Russians and the allogeneous populationof Russia.
2. The most characteristic peculiarities of the Mongolian

skull. Which Mongolian or other race presents these peculi-
arities most frequently and most pronounced?
3. How far does the cranial type of the present populationof Russia differ from the ancient type of the Kourgan period?

How can this modification be explained if found to exist?
4. Prof. Sergi's typical skulls. Their importance in the

classification of the shapes of skulls.
5. Anomalies in the skeleton and external tissues. Have

any of these anomalies a racial significance and can they be
considered phenomena of atavism?
II. Anatomy.\p=m-\1.Is the Latin nomenclature in anatomy

elaborated by the German Anatomical Society to be adopted
internationally?

2. By what means can uniformity of nomenclature in anat¬
omy be introduced into Russian works on the subject?
3. Is polydactylia to be regarded as a division or a phenom¬

enon of atavism?
4. Homology of the upper and lower members.
III. Normal Histology.—1. Comparison of the value of the

various theories and hypotheses in regard to the structure of
protoplasm in general.
2. Importance of the blastomeres in the segmentation of the

ovum. Post-regeneration. Development of the interstitial and
cuticular substances.
3. Importance of the centrosomes, spheres and supplemen¬

tary nuclei. Importance of direct division (amitotic).
4. Genesis of the cell, i. e., evolution of the constituent parts

of the cellular organism.
5. Innervation of the glands.
6. Different modes of termination of the nerves depending

upon certain mechanical conditions.
7. Development of the nerve fibers and cells ; best methods

of studying them.
8. Place and mode of the first development of the organs of

the genito-urinary system.
9. Importance and genesis of the third constituent of the

blood (Bizzozero's plaques), and their connection with coagu¬
lation.
10. Is there a physiologic migration of the leucocytes? Where

does it take place? In what proportions? What is the princi¬
pal rôle of these elements in the body?
11. Secretory ducts of the salivary glands, pancreas and

liver, especially the initial capillary tubes.
12. Is it not possible to create a better classification of the

animal tissues than those that now exist, based as far as possi¬
ble on the largest number of facts?
13. Genesis of the encephalon in the vertebrates, man

included.
14. Mechanical principles of the development of organisms.
15. Structure of nerve cells and their reciprocal relations in

the nerve centers.
16. Modifications in the structure of the cells of the glands

during repose and during the activity of the corresponding
cells or glandular formations.
17. Termination of the sensory nerves in the heart.
18. Termination of the nerves in the nerve cells of the spinal

ganglia.
19. Sensory nerves of the muscles (smooth and striated mus¬

cular fibers).
20. Forms and extent of elastic tissue in the animal organ¬

ism, and its importance.
21. Structure and presence of the basement membranes in

the animal body, and their importance to it.
Section 2.—Physiology and Physiologic Chemistry.

1. Importance of physiologic psychology in medical educa¬
tion.
2. Rôle of nitrogenous alimentation in the transformation of

substances and forces in the animal organism.
Section 3.—General Pathology and Pathologic Anatomy.

1. Genesis of the different forms of diabetes.
2. Pathologic physiology of thrombosis.
3. Pathologic physiology of myxedema.
4. Theories in regard to immunity. Production and influ¬

ence of antitoxins in artificial immunity.
5. Rôle of the vessels and parenchyma in inflammation.
6. Constancy of the various species of pathogenic bacteria

considered in regard to their botanic classification and the speci¬
fication of diseases.

Section 4, A.—General Therapeutics.
1. Serum therapeutics and prophylactic inoculations.
2. Organ therapeutics.
3. Appreciation of the present methods of alimentation

(artificial alimentation, forced alimentation, koumyss cure,
grape cure, substitutes for alimentation employed in thera¬
peutics).

4. Methods of treating fever.
5. Present methods of antiphlogistic treatment (phlebotomy,

etc. ).
6. Hydrotherapeutics.
7. Climatotherapeutics (seashore climate, mountain climate,

sea voyages, etc. ).
8. General therapeutics of the different organs (for example,

new methods of treating diseases of the heart).
9. Electrotherapeutics.

Section 4, B.—Pharmacology.
1. Rapid and certain local treatment of severe erysipelas

(epidermic method).
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